NAYANA
in administrative and cultural spheres but also to resusciate

human values. Narasimha Sastri began praying to God to
bless him with a son who could spread the message ofRishis
among the culturally, morally and spiritually forlorn masses
of the country. Narasamamba stood by him as an intelligent
comrade in devotion.

A son was born to Narasamamba. But Narasimha
Sastri was disappointed at the absence of any divine
characteristics in that child. His horoscope did not indicate
anything extraordinary. He was given the name Bheema
Sastri. He was a sickly child. One day as the condition of
the child caused anxiety, Narasamamba took a vow that she
would have the hair of the child shaven in the precincts of
Suryanarayana temple in Arasavalli, if he survived and
regained health. The vow proved effective and three years
later the boy was taken to Arasavalli. After the tonsure
ceremony, Narasamamba spent the whole day, late into the
night, in meditation. Before day-break, Narasamamba got a
dream, in which a beautiful lady, with a gold vessel of fire -
smiling affectionately, approached her and deposited the
vessel in her hands and disappeared. The vessel immediately
turned into a child. Narasamamba woke up well pleased and
on returning home described this dream to her husband.
Narasimha Sastri interpreted this dream as Suryanarayana
Swamy's grace - the lady of the dream must be the feminine
form of Suryanarayana^ power and the vessel placed in
Narasamamba^ hands was the container ofAgni. The result
could only be that Narasamamba would be get a son with the
grace and characteristics of God Agni.

A few months after that, Narasamamba was pregnant
and in the seventh month of her pregnancy, she went to her
parental home for delivery. Narasimha Sastri went to Kasi.
[n those days (October 1878) most of the distance to Kasi
iiad to be covered only by foot. It took more than a month